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Youth Tobacco Possession Law

[ORGANIZATION NAME] is one of many organizations around the state that will launch youth tobacco possession campaigns this fall with the support of the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, Connecticut Clearinghouse and the Ledge Light Health District program.

The campaign will create awareness of the Connecticut youth tobacco possession law which went into effect on October 1, 2008. The law states that anyone under the age of 18 who is in possession of tobacco products in a public place will be fined up to $50 for the first offense and between $50 and $100 for each subsequent offense. The law defines “public place” as any area used or held out for use by the public, whether owned or operated by public or private interests. 

“The youth tobacco possession law closes a loophole in the law.  While it has been illegal for retailers to sell tobacco products to youth under age 18, and also for youth under age 18 to buy tobacco products, there was no Connecticut statute regarding possession until 2008.  Since most smokers begin smoking in their teens, this is now one additional youth smoking prevention and enforcement tool,” said Thomas A. Kirk, Jr., Ph.D., Commissioner of the Connecticut Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services.  “We have seen impressive results in the reduction of tobacco sales to youth.  In 1996 Connecticut’s retailer violation rate was almost 70 percent, and in 2009 we have brought that rate down to 9.8 percent.”

As part of this campaign, [ORGANIZATION NAME] will reach out to local schools, police departments and recreation centers in order to inform teenagers and the public about this law. 

Another aspect of this campaign will be providing informational materials to stores that have been found to be non-compliant with state laws by selling tobacco products to teens. The stores will receive signage for store windows, which will inform the public about the law.

According to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Tobacco use is the single most preventable cause of death and disease in the United States and almost half of all first use occurs before the age of 18. This law assures that young people have a stronger chance of being smoke free.  
For more information on the campaign contact [insert contact name] at [insert name of health department] at [insert number].
The Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services’ mission is to improve the quality of life of the people of Connecticut by providing an integrated network of comprehensive, effective and efficient mental health and addiction services that foster self-sufficiency, dignity and respect.
Connecticut Clearinghouse is the state’s premier library and resource center for information on mental health, substance use disorders, prevention and health promotion, treatment and recovery, wellness, and other related topics.  A program of Wheeler Clinic, Inc., the Clearinghouse is funded by the Connecticut Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services. 
Ledge Light Health District provides professionally managed comprehensive public health services designed to improve the quality of life and health and safety of its residents. The District service area consists of East Lyme, Groton, Ledyard, New London and Waterford, with a service population of over 120,000.
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